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n Sunday, June 30, please join Wesley Willows residents
and our friends at the 47th annual Box Office Benefit at
Rock Valley College’s Starlight Theatre presenting Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.
Since 1972, proceeds from the Annual Benefit have
supported The Good Samaritan Fund. The Good Samaritan
Fund provides charity care for Wesley Willows residents who
outlive their financial resources.
The pre-show festivities begin at 12:30 p.m. where you will
have an opportunity to enjoy refreshments, meet the cast,
preserve memories in the photo booth and even win prizes!
The show itself will begin at 2:00 p.m.
Don’t miss our largest social and fundraising event of the
year! It’s a day of fun for the family while greatly supporting
our community. Please donate or purchase tickets, bring your
family and friends and also consider a larger sponsorship!

OUR MISSION

We promote active secure
lifestyles for Seniors through
ongoing personalized care.
OUR VISION

Wesley Willows will be the
leader in providing exceptional
programs, services, and
amenities for Seniors.
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Return the enclosed envelope to purchase tickets or to make
a donation. For more information and to purchase tickets
over the phone, call Jo Lyttle at (815) 316-1570.
To learn about additional levels of sponsorship, call Sarah
DeBlauw at (815) 316-1543. We look forward to seeing you
at the Box Office Benefit!

L E A D E R S H I P

Focus: Strengthening our
community both inside and outside
of Wesley Willows

I

think we all can agree that we’re ecstatic that Spring has arrived—
especially after the historic winter we’ve had. There is no “hibernation”
season at Wesley Willows due to the vast array of activities our residents
participate in during the winter months. We do our best to promote
“Active Lifestyles for Seniors” but we definitely don’t keep to our
community involvement within our campuses!

Bill Pratt, President & CEO

As you will see in this issue of Connections, we not only support our
residents but also the greater community of Rockford. I’m proud to share
with you several examples of our commitment to both our residents and
the greater Rockford community—such as raising money to support
the needs of others, fun social activities, volunteering with high school
students, providing day programs for non-residents with Alzheimer’s, and
supporting the families of residents with various medical needs as well.

“Our commitment
to Relationships
defines who we are.”
John Shockey, Chairman of the Board

Our community is stronger because of you and your support. Our residents
have contributed greatly to society with their time, talent and treasures
over numerous decades and they continue to do so in their retirement.
Rising healthcare costs and increasing life spans have seen the need for
charitable funds rise, and we are so grateful for the support we receive in
ensuring that residents at Wesley Willows will never have to leave their
homes. A number of our residents outlive their financial resources and it
is an honor to give back to them as they have done for others. Because of
your support of our Good Samaritan Fund, those who choose to move to
our Wesley Willows campus are promised a continuum of care for the rest
of their lives. Thank you for your continued support.
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Bill Pratt

ENGAGING WITH LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
ROCKFORD CHRISTIAN VOLUNTEER DAY

On February 27th, Rockford Christian students selected Wesley
Willows and Peterson Meadows for their public service project. It was
a fun day for both residents and visiting students. Students participated
in an exercise class where the residents gave the students a run for
their money! The residents also received technology tutoring from the
students. Thanks to these students, many of our residents have mastered
the internet and therefore, we have decided to send this Connections
newsletter to email inboxes. If you would also like to receive this
newsletter electronically, please email giving@wesleywillows.org.
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ROBERT ASH LEGACY
SOCIETY DINNER
Every spring we host a dinner honoring our friends who have
committed to be members of the Robert Ash Legacy Society.
This year’s dinner will be held on June 13 by invitation only.
Membership to the Robert Ash Legacy Society can happen in several ways including creating a gift annuity,
including Wesley Willows in a will or trust, donating all or part of an entrance fee, or designating Wesley
Willows as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy.
Charitable gift annuities are a great way to give a gift and get a tax benefit. With a charitable gift annuity, you
receive a lifetime income stream with extremely competitive interest rates (far more than what you’ll earn at
a bank) and an upfront tax benefit while providing a gift to Wesley Willows. To learn more about charitable
gift annuities or other opportunities to become a part of the Robert Ash Legacy Society, please contact Sarah
DeBlauw at (815) 316-1543 or sarahd@wesleywillows.org.

growing
together

Peterson Meadows Growing Together Campaign
February 1st, Peterson Meadows and Wesley Willows celebrated the five year anniversary of our partnership.
Through this partnership along with the support of our generous donors to the Growing Together campaign, we
only have $107,000 left to raise of our $550,000 goal. Please help us close this campaign! Various pledge levels
and naming opportunities are still available.
The Growing Together campaign will fund the addition of the new, 6,000 square foot Dick & Pat Nyquist
Chapel and Community Center where residents can gather to enjoy the dynamic programming available to
our community. It will host chapel and prayer services, hold a dedicated fitness studio with equipment, and
provide a comfortable space for guest speakers, classes, luncheons, concerts, and much more. We’re excited about
enhancing the community experience for all Peterson Meadows residents! A gift to Peterson Meadows’ Growing
Together campaign is an opportunity to help elevate the community we know and love.
Naming Opportunities Available:
Community Room		

$100,000

East Entrance			$75,000
Lobby				$75,000
Lounge/Reception Area

$50,000

Fitness Center			$50,000
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STAFF HIGHLIGHT: ERICA FIGURIN

E

rica Figurin is the Director of Life Enrichment as well as Wesley Willows Memory
Support Specialist. As Memory Support Specialist, Erica serves as the Director
of Kirk’s Place and the Memory Wellness Center. Erica is the corporate-wide expert
on dementia and offers guidance, direction, and education to staff, residents, spouses,
caregivers, and families living [or working] with dementia. Erica feels empowered to
serve, given her own familial experience with dementia.

Erica completed the Wesley Willows’ Administrator in Training program in 2019. Her
certifications include: Activity Director, Dementia Practitioner, Virtual Dementia Tour
Facilitator, and Rush Alzheimer’s Disease Unit Director. She holds a Bachelor’s of
Bill Pratt, President & CEO Fine Arts from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and is currently finishing a
Master’s degree in Business Administration from Concordia University in Wisconsin.
Erica has served as a volunteer for the Alzheimer’s Association, St. Peter’s Cathedral,
Coronado Theatre, Friends of the Coronado, and Rockford Coronado Concert Association.
Erica was a lifelong resident of Rockford, until she relocated to Beloit, WI. While she loves living in Wisconsin,
Rockford will always hold her heart!

Staff Commitment

W

esley Willow’s is an incredible place to work. Our
residents tell us on a regular basis that the staff is
extremely kind, compassionate and loving. This energizes us
and is one of the greatest inspirations for taking care of our
community.
On March 20th we hosted our 10+ Years of Service
Luncheon and honored 55 employees. We appreciate the
dedication and wealth of knowledge that each of our longterm employees provides to the work environment at Wesley Willows and Peterson Meadows.
One of our core values is “Safety and Security.” Each department is challenged to work together safely for
90 days with no lost-time work injuries and are rewarded for doing so. Last month, three departments were
rewarded for going ten years without any lost-time injuries.
We have many exciting positions open! If you know anyone who might be interested in joining our staff, please
visit our website at wesleywillows.org/employment.

S E N I O R

P R O M

T

he Rockford Public Schools Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council
(SSAC) organized a Senior Prom for the residents at Wesley Willows on
Saturday, March 30 which offered them a chance to recreate one of the most
memorable evenings of their youth. Residents enjoyed a buffet dinner, dance,
and music. Decorations and supplies were provided by the SSCA and the meal
was supplemented by Wesley Willows so the evening was of no additional
expense to the residents. The event is largely planned by the students who
choose the theme, decorations, and meal along with invitations for the event.
The students also attended the prom and interacted with residents during the
dinner and learned new/old dance moves on the dance floor.
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RESIDENT TESTIMONIAL FROM LARRY & CAROL TELLIN
“The first of our many visits to Wesley
Willows was about six years ago. We saw
the importance of planning for future
health care needs before circumstances
forced us into making quick decisions
at the worst of times. We liked the fact
that Wesley Willows is a non-profit
organization that has been a part of the
Rockford community since the mid-60s
and has an excellent reputation in the
area. We were impressed with the wellmaintained campus, attractive duplex
homes and Castle Town Center, and the
individualized management of resident
medical needs. Before making the decision
to move here, we took advantage of many
opportunities to tour the campus and
facilities, go to open houses, enjoy dinner
events, and attend programs. We found
both staff and residents very friendly. We
were happy to see that in addition to providing various levels of health care, Wesley Willows has a variety of
clubs and activities similar to what we previously enjoyed in Sun City.
We have lived here almost five months now and are even more certain that we made the right decision. We have
felt so welcome, met so many nice people, and enjoyed so many activities. It already feels like our ‘forever home!’”

Welcome Home

O

ur community is growing tremendously! It’s nice to not have to drive across town to visit friends as they are
now down the road or across the hall. No more home maintenance… it’s now time to enjoy a more exciting
social life within a community of friends. We’d like to take a moment to welcome the following new residents*.
It’s a blessing to have them join our community!

Wesley Willows
Dale & Patti Bigger
Don & Susan Black
Marylon Cole
Jim Cunningham
Sharon Dempster
Richard and MaryAnn Disch
Bill and Karen Forney
Mary Griffith
Bob & Anne Hammes
Lyle & Sue Hampton
Mary Horsman
Art Huenkemeier
Ann Hughes
Walter & Ruby Iseman
Pat and Fred Johnson
Erwin & Kathy Lenhardt

Linnea Liken-Addudell
Ray McCoy
Lois Mikleton
Michael Oman
Pat Sheehen
Maureen Simek
Doris Swenson
Larry and Carol Tellin
Eleanor Wirfs
Peterson Meadows
Maurie & Shirley Anderson
Paul Brands
Barbara Brown
Russell & Lorna Carlson
Dan & Peggy Cork
Benny & Wilma Dickison

Thomas & Darlene Furst
Ted & Cheri Greenlee
Susan Hunter
Ron & Bev Kingery
Jerry & Ethel Krandel
Ray & Barb Lamantia
Paul & Agnes Mastrangeli
Jean Nicoll
Roger Olson
Jerry & Susan Pearson
Neil & Carol Pontious
Robert Rieffer
Lillian Smith
*This list does not include residents
who wish to remain anonymous.
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CONVERSATIONS WITH OUR CHAPLAIN

C

hange. Why do we fight it so hard? Why do I fight it? Perhaps it is the fear of
the unknown and unfamiliar. Yet, little in life is possible without change. As a
chaplain, I have the opportunity to chat with residents, families, and staff on a daily
basis regarding changes in their lives. Many of those circumstances involve life
changing events. As we chat it becomes apparent that we both have more questions
than answers, and that’s okay. The challenge will be to remain adaptable and to
embrace the changes as they happen as we search for the meaning. As I reflect on
how much my life has and is changing over the last few years one thing has always
come to the forefront. God does not change. As God’s Word says “Jesus is the same
yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). A truth in that statement is that His
Bill Pratt, President &character,
CEO
attributes, power and glory are always constant. For me, that is an anchor that I hold
onto in a sea of change. As my journey as a Chaplain, husband, father, new grandfather, and son continues to
unfold I find peace in the unfailing presence of Jesus, God Incarnate.
Some things that have helped me stay on track are these anchors:
1.	The affirmation of my ministry here at Wesley Willows. This affirmation reinforces my pastoral calling
and identity.
2.	The discipline of writing in a journal has helped me. Writing helps me to untangle my thoughts and
feelings as I process the events.
3.	My recent readings in Psalms have helped me as I have been thinking a lot more lately about suffering.
The psalmist always comes back to the goodness of God even in the midst of suffering. Especially
Psalm 27:1 “The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold
of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?”
May God grant all of us his peace as we trust Him through the changing seasons of life.
	Blessings,
Tom DeWitt

Safe, Secure, Content

I

t is a great honor to assure family members of our residents that their loved ones will have an active, secure
lifestyle for the rest of their lives even if they outlive their resources especially as medical cost continue to rise
astronomically. This is made possible by generous donations to the Good Samaritan Fund.
“’I just love it here’… those were my mother’s words in her daily diary shortly after her move to Wesley Willows.
It was understandable – she no longer worried about a home and property or was isolated living alone. She
now had time to socialize and enjoy life. She easily made friends at Willows Arbor, enjoyed dining with them,
playing cards, or winning a Bingo game. She treasured the staff, often saying they treated her like family. She
lived in Willows Arbor for about seven years, but a time came when her own personal funds were exhausted.
She agreed and easily adjusted to a smaller apartment in a similar location. We felt no pressure to make the
move, but always felt the continuous concern of the staff in meeting her healthcare needs and her desire for
independence. She often expressed how she felt secure, both for her physical and personal well-being. I believe
she was secure in knowing that Good Samaritan Funds would continue to help pay for her care – and she
wouldn’t be asked to leave. We as a family were truly grateful for this assurance and thrilled that our mother had
chosen Wesley Willows as her home.”
									- A Grateful Family
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For more exciting upcoming events, please visit our website at wesleywillows.org/calendar
n M
 ay [Visit our website for date and time]
Wesley Willows Kite Workshop
Castle Town Center
Paul Thogerson will lead a complimentary class on
building and fly a Rokkaku kite! He will bring the
kite kits and all the materials to decorate them.
n May 8 at 10:00 AM (2nd Wednesday of every month)
Parkinson’s Support Group
Willows Arbor Van Sickle Room
This support group is for those with Parkinson’s
Disease and caregivers. Please call Dennis Mullins
with questions at (815) 985-1802.
n M
 ay 9 at 11:30 AM (2nd Thursday of every month)
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group
Castle Town Center Club Room
This support group is for caregivers only. Lunch
can be purchased in the Bistro. Please call Connie
Heins with questions at (815) 623-8323.
n M
 ay 9 at 2:00 PM
Presentation on “Frauds and Scams - Current
Threats and How to Deal with Them”
Willows Arbor Van Sickle Room
n M
 ay 17 at 10:30 AM
Conversations with the Mayor
Castle Town Center Ziegler Auditorium
Mayor Tom McNamara will be giving us an
update on what is going on in Rockford.
n M
 ay 18, 20-24 from 9 AM to 5 PM
Wesley Willows Auxiliary Auction
4151 Albright Lane
Great treasures to be found at the Wesley Willows
Auxiliary Auctions! Proceeds benefit the Good
Samaritan Fund.
n M
 ay 21 at 1:30 PM
Presentation on W.A.S.P
Willows Arbor Willows Place
Presentation from Veteran’s Memorial Hall about
the first women’s ambulance group founded in
Rockford.

n M
 ay 28 at 4:30 PM
Murder Mystery Dinner: Best Laid Plans
Castle Town Center Ziegler Auditorium
For the first time at Wesley Willows, join us for a
one-of-a kind experience for a Murder Mystery
dinner! Sign up with Brittany at
(815) 316-1576 or Vine at (815) 316-1577.
n J une [Visit our website for date and time]
Nationally Known Guest Speaker, Larry Minnix,
Author of Hallowed Ground: Stories of Successful Aging
Wesley Willows Castle Town Center
Former president and CEO of LeadingAge,
and the Association of American Homes and
Services for the Aging (AAHSA). Recent work in
that role included collaboration with the federal
government’s Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services on its proposed rule overhauling nursing
home requirements.
n J une 30 at 12:30 PM
Wesley Willows Box Office Benefit: Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
Rock Valley Community College Starlight Theater
Annual Wesley Willows Box Office Benefit,
benefiting the Good Samaritan Fund.
You may purchase your tickets online at
bit.ly/BoxOfficeBenefit or by calling Jo at
(815) 316-1570.
n J uly 20, 22-26 from 9 AM to 5 PM
Wesley Willows Auxiliary Auction
4151 Albright Lane
Great treasures to be found at the Wesley Willows
Auxiliary Auctions! Proceeds benefit the Good
Samaritan Fund.
n J uly 22 [Visit our website for time]
Wesley Willows Ice-Cream Social
Castle Town Center & Willows Arbor
Take a break from the heat of the summer to visit
with friends and enjoy a refreshing treat while you
support the Wesley Willows Auxiliary.
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Bill Pratt, President & CEO

For more information on how to make Wesley Willows your home, please call (815) 316-1500

New Memory Wellness Center

I

llinois statistics reveal that 1 in 6 people over the age of 65 will
develop some form of dementia and 1 in 10 over the age of 65
are currently living with the disease. We want to be proactive in
our approach to tempering the impact of this consuming disease
on our residents, families and the people who care for them.
July 1st, we will be opening up our new Memory Wellness
Center to serve Wesley Willows and Peterson Meadows
residents. This will be a first-of-its-kind program in the region
to promote mental, physical, and social wellbeing for residents with early to mid-stage dementia.
Through activity engagement, our focus is to maximize vitality and increase the quality of life for participants.
Quality of life will be sustained and enhanced by engaging the individual’s brain at the highest level through
innovative physical, nutritional, intellectual, social, spiritual, emotional, and community volunteer activities.
We currently offer Kirk’s Place for both residents and seniors outside Wesley Willows for those with mid to
late-stage dementia. It offers day programs and permanent residence for those who need around the clock care.
Here, residents will receive supportive nursing services and a plethora of enjoyable activities.
The Memory Wellness Center adds a new layer of dementia care on the Wesley Willows campus. If you would
like more information about the new Memory Care center, please contact Erica Figurin at (815) 847-7692 or
ericaf@wesleywillows.org
We are also still looking for generous donors to fund this program. If you’re interested in making a donation or
even naming the program, please contact Sarah DeBlauw at (815) 316-1543 or sarahd@wesleywillows.org.
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